
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PIJBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 2006-37-C- ORDERNO. 2007-193

MARCH 27,2007

Petitionof theOfficeof RegulatoryStaff for a )
Rule-MakingProceedingto Examinethe )
RequirementsandStandardsto BeUsedby the )
CommissionWhenEvaluatingApplications )
for Eligible TelecommunicationsCarrier )
(ETC) StatusandWhenMakingAnnual )
Certificationof ETCComplianceto the )
FederalCommunicationsCommission. )

ORDERADDRESSING
PENDING
APPLICATIONSAND
SETTINGFORTH DATE
FORFILING BRIEFS

This mattercomesbeforethePublicServiceCommissionof SouthCarolina("the

Commission") for further considerationof Eligible TelecommunicationsCarriers

("ETCs"). Recently,thisCommissiondeterminedthatwewould file proposedregulations

to governdesignationof ETCs,andschedulea workshopregardingannualcertification

of ETCs.However,with regardto pendingapplicationsfor designationof ETC status,

this Commissionis concernedaboutfurther delayingconsiderationof theseapplications

on their merits,aswell asanyapplicationsthat maybe broughtduring the pendencyof

theconsiderationof theCommission'sproposedregulations.

Therefore,in regardto pendingapplications,aswell asapplicationsfiled during

the pendencyof the regulationprocess,this Commissionbelievesthat it canand should

move forward to considerETC applicationson a case-by-casebasis pursuantto the

provisionsof Section214(e)(2)of the CommunicationsAct of 1934,asamended, and
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thatthis Commissionshouldbeguidedby referenceto theservicesdesignatedfor support

set out at 47 CFR 54.101. However,we believe that it would behelpful to hear from

interestedparties regarding whether this Commission should consider the Federal

CommunicationsCommission's ("FCC's") May 25, 2005 recommendedguidelines

regardingdesignationof newETCsaspartof its analysisof ETC applicationsduring this

interimperiodprior to issuanceof thisCommission'sown ETCregulations.

Therefore,we will proceedto considerpending ETC applications,as well as

applicationsfiled during the regulationprocess.However,prior to doing so, we hereby

request that the various parties to the ETC casesbefore us file briefs with this

Commissionby April 19,2007,regardingwhetherthis Commissionshouldconsiderthe

FCC's recommendedguidelines for designation of new ETCs as part of the

Commission'sanalysisof ETC applicationsduringthis interimperiodprior to issuanceof

ourown ETC regulations.

ThisOrdershallremainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherOrderof theCommission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

G. O'Neal Hamilton,Chairman

ATTEST:

C. RobertMoseley,Vice Chairrn_n
(SEAl,)


